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Garner Magnet High School Drama Department

PROUDLY PRESENTS

Elton John and Tim Rice's

AIDA
School Edition

Music by
Elton John

Book by
Tim Rice

Book by
Linda Woolverton

and
Robert Falls & David Henry Hwang

Director / Technical Director
Mrs. Julie Kate Hazelrigg

Choreography Director
Mrs. Amy Comden

Vocal Music Director
Ms. Brooke Adkins

Costume Supervisor
Ms. Anna Prince

Originally Directed on Broadway by Robert Falls

Originally Produced by Disney Theatrical Productions

Elton John and Tim Rice's AIDA School Edition is presented through special arrangement with
Music Theatre International (MTI).

All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
www.mtishows.co.uk • www.mtishows.com • www.mtishows.com.au
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Every Story Is A Love Story Amneris

Fortune Favors The Brave Radames, Soldiers

The Past Is Another Land Aida

How I Know You Mereb, Aida

My Strongest Suit Amneris, Women of the Palace

Fortune Favors The Brave (reprise) Radames

Enchantment Passing Through Radames, Aida

My Strongest Suit (reprise) Amneris, Aida

Dance Of The Robe Aida, Nehebka, Mereb, Nubians

Not Me Radames, Aida, Amneris, Mereb

Elaborate Lives Radames, Aida

The Gods Love Nubia Aida, Nehebka, Mereb, Nubians

A Step Too Far Amneris, Radames, Aida

Easy As Life Aida

Radames's Letter Radames

How I Know You (reprise) Mereb

Written In The Stars Radames, Aida

I Know The Truth Amneris

Elaborate Lives (reprise) Aida, Radames

Finale Company

SONGS

ACT I

ACT II

SUMMARY
From Award-winning Elton John and Tim Rice comes a pop-opera tale of two star-
crossed lovers from feuding nations. Captured princess of Nubia, Aida, falls for
Radames, the Egyptian captain of the guard who enslaved her people. Torn between
their conflicted loyalties to their countries and to each other, Aida and Radames must
decide to follow their hearts or lead their people. With its stirring contemporary music,
and its Grammy and Tony Award-winning score, Aida's powerful love story reveals that
we have the power to change history, but only when we make brave choices and
embrace our destiny.

HISTORY
French Scholar and archaeologist François Auguste Ferdinand Mariette created the
original story of Aida. 1869, at the request of his government, Mariette outlined a brief
plot for an opera based on his Egyptian expeditions and discoveries. The following
year, Camille du Locle worked this concept into an opera scenario and proposed it to
composer Giuseppe Verdi. When it premiered in December 1871, the opera was met
with great acclaim.

ACCOLADES
Winner! Grammy for Best Musical Show Album
Winner! 2000 Drama Desk Award
Winner! Four 2000 Tony Awards, including Original Score
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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Warning: some show spoilers!

As a whole production team composed of the staff, the cast, and the crew, we had
lengthy tablework discussions around the context of AIDA. We discussed the plot, the
character arcs, how Radames and Aida fall in love, the time period the show takes
place in, how slavery is depicted in the production, and the “why” behind our
production. We studied how the Broadway production presented costumes and we
decided to take a more culturally accurate approach to some of the pieces, while also
still feeling the freedom that they did to create extravagant choices in some of the
musical numbers (particularly in “Strongest Suit.”)

One of the interesting findings we established was related to how the Egyptians
planned for the afterlife and how AIDA brings in the idea of reincarnation. In the
West, we have what we call “soulmates,” but in the East, there is the “red string
theory” - the idea that when two people are born who are destined to be together,
they each have one end of an invisible red string tied to them. Through life, no
matter what, these two people will find each other. We believe that Radames and
Aida have these red strings. In the prologue and the epilogue, we see Radames’ and
Aida’s second life, but in our production, we ask, “What if when we meet Radames
and Aida on the boat in this musical, it is not their first life together? Perhaps that
explains why they are instantly drawn to each other, despite the differences in their
circumstances.

With regard to casting, some high school productions have cast white-appearing
actors as Egyptians and people of color as Nubians. We decidedly rejected this
choice. We are a diverse department and with Egypt and Nubia being neighbors, it
would make sense that the people would look similar; therefore, casting was not
based on a student’s race. The costume pieces, however, are markedly different
based on the character’s nationality. Egyptian characters of status have that reflected
in their pieces, while Nubians who are still in their Nubian clothing reflect the colorful
geometric patterns that are found in Nubian artifacts.

As a team, we discussed the depiction of slavery in this musical. We noted that this
story takes place in ancient times when slavery looked differently than how we study
it with the Transatlantic slave trade. While the ramifications of the Transatlantic slave
trade continue to plague our nation with oppression against people of color, there is a
modern-day slavery that we also cannot ignore. Today we call it human trafficking
and it exists around us all the time. The production team made space to talk about
human trafficking and how we can speak out against it.

For us, this is our “why” behind this musical: To bring to the table the discussion of
human trafficking hiding in plain sight around us. Furthermore, in the world of the
musical, the ascension of Amneris brings the end of fighting between the neighbors
Egypt and Nubia.

In our world, may we see the end of fighting in Gaza soon.

Thank you to this amazing cast, crew, and production staff for bringing this story to
life. Your dedication and love for this department is evident in all that you do, and
building this show together has been such a joy.

Mrs. Julie-Kate Hazelrigg
Director / Technical Director
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Cast Members
Aida Jacklyn Kebi

Radames Saul Lainez*

Amneris Nia Johnson*

Amonasro Benjamin Uwa

Mereb Daniel Achumba

Nehebka Amanda Hamilton*

Pharaoh Benjamin Harewood

Zoser Tristen Nelms

“Dance of the Robe” and “The Gods
Love Nubia” Dancers Daniel Achumba, Ellie Digesare*, Payton Glandorf*,

Amanda Hamilton*, Tay Holloway, Melody Kamar*,
Austin Keller, Amirah Muhammad,

Dennisha Smith-Davis, Benjamin Uwa,
A'Leeyah Williams

Egyptian Women and Palace Women Ruby Cranford, Jules Duve*, Lily Eads, Payton
Glandorf*, Lily Kahn, Angelica Scott, Lev Wesley,

A’Leeyah Williams

Guards, Egyptian Men, Ministers, and
Soldiers Daniel Achumba, Keatin Bowersock, Jehmar Campbell,

Anthony Czuczuk, Benjamin Harewood, Melody Kamar*,
Austin Keller, Benjamin Uwa

“Strongest Suit” Principal Dancers Lily Eads, Ellie Digesare*, Amanda Hamilton*,
Amirah Muhammad

CAST

*Denotes Member of Drama Leadership Team*
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Crew Members
Stage Managers Katelin Bartasavich*, Lexi Wilder*

Assistant Stage Managers Morgan Grossheim, Avery Morton

Set Crew Chief Payton Glandorf*

Set Crew Jana Bradshaw*, Anthony Czuczuk, Mallory Davis,
Nathan Gutridge, Fallon Hamilton, Andre Nugent

Props Crew Chiefs Ellie Digesare*, Jules Duve*, Melody Kamar*

Props Crew Jana Bradshaw*, Mallory Davis, Nathan Gutridge,
Fallon Hamilton, Ares Skuce

Costume Crew Chief Charlotte Deaton*

Costume Crew Shawn Addison, Lex Brown, Adrian Grubbs,
Tay Holloway, Austin Keller, Jo Lindstrom,

Aspen Linnartz, Luna Vines

Lighting Designer Payton Glandorf*

Light Board Operator Shawn Addison

Followspot Phoebe Wise

Sound Crew Chief Saul Lainez*

Microphone Operator Isabelle LaMore

Sound Tracks Operator John Clements

Backstage Sound Crew Steven Salas-Arias

Publicity/FOH Crew Chief Kaylee Putman*

Publicity/FOH Crew Meredith Foushee, Harper Genadio, Lily Kahn,
Angelica Scott, Katherine Wilson, Maggie Wilson

CREW

*Denotes Member of Drama Leadership Team*
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WHO'S WHO

CAST

Daniel Achumba as Mereb / Ensemble
Daniel is a senior, and this is his second production with the Drama
Department. He also loves being part of JROTC, Track and Field, and other
school groups. He loved participating in the shows and hopes all who watch
will love it.

Keatin Bowersock as Guard / Egyptian Man /
Minister / Soldier

Keatin is a freshman and this is his first year in a musical. He’s happy to be
a part of the experience with all the friends he’s made.

Jehmar Campbell as Guard / Egyptian Man /
Minister / Soldier

Jehmar is a junior and this is his first performance. He is excited to give the
best performance of his life.

Ruby Cranford as Egyptian Woman / Palace Woman
Ruby is a freshman this year and is super excited to be in her first musical.
Ruby is in Improv Troupe and hopes to be involved in many more Drama
productions to come.

Anthony Czuczuk as Guard / Egyptian Man /
Minister / Soldier

Anthony is a junior this year and this is his third show in the Drama
Department. Along with Drama, he also does Chorus. His hobbies consist of
music writing, reading, and gaming. He hopes you all enjoy the show!

Ellie Digesare as “Dance of the Robe” / "The Gods Love
Nubia” / “Strongest Suit” Dancer

Ellie is a junior and they are very proud of everyone in this Drama
Department and are very happy to spend one more year with them. They do
dance in their free time, and feel happy to combine dance with acting. They
also really really love puppetry.
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WHO'S WHO

Jules Duve as Egyptian Woman / Palace Woman
Jules is a junior in their third year in the department. They participate in Beta
Club, GSA, and Chorus. Jules is an aspiring writer, with works published in
three literary journals and holding staff writer and editor positions. They urge
you to check out Melody's bio (they never do their work).

Lily Eads as Egyptian Woman / Palace Woman /
Dancer

Lily is a sophomore and this is her fifth show with the Drama Department.
She also is a member of the Varsity Cheer team and Beta Club. She would
like to thank her family and friends for their support in doing everything she
loves.

Payton Glandorf as Egyptian Woman / Palace Woman /
Dancer

Payton is a junior and this is her fifth production! Payton is a theatre nerd
and an aspiring Disney adult. In the little free time she has, Payton enjoys
watching musicals and spending time with her family. She would like to
inform you that Jules never does their job.

Amanda Hamilton as Nehebka / Dancer / Ensemble
Amanda is a senior in high school. She is very grateful for the wonderful
three years she has been able to spend with these amazing people. She is
super excited for the future and hopes to continue to keep theatre and what
she has learned from it in her life forever and ever.

Ben Harewood as Pharaoh
Ben is a senior and in his first year of theatre. He plans to go to Highpoint
University and is currently undecided. He is happy for the friends he has
made through the Garner Drama Department!

Tay Holloway as “Dance of the Robe” /
“The Gods Love Nubia” Dancer

Tay is a junior and this is their first year on cast and crew. They’re a part of
this year’s yearbook staff, dance team, and women’s lacrosse team. They
are grateful for the opportunities that they have gotten through the Drama
Department.

Nia Johnson as Amneris
Nia is a senior and this is her eighth production with the drama department.
Nia plans to attend a four-year university and obtain a BFA in Theatre after
she graduates. She is currently Senior Class Vice President and an Improv
Troupe captain. Nia thanks her family for always letting her pursue her
dreams and the wonderful, Mrs. Hazelrigg for her endless support and
encouragement!!!
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WHO'S WHO

Lily Kahn as Egyptian Woman / Palace Woman
Lily is a freshman this year, and this is her second production with the
Drama Department. She is a part of the varsity diving team and loves
spending time at rehearsals after school. She is so excited for everyone to
see this show! She is also a dodo and wants to pass the bio to a ghost.

Melody Kamar as Guard / Egyptian Man / Minister /
Soldier / Dancer

Melody is a senior this year, and this is their final production in the Drama
Department, and they've been president of the Gay Straight Alliance club
(GSA) for two years. Melody plans on going into engineering at Wake Tech
after they graduate. Melody is grateful for the people they have met these
past years. They hope the new-comers find a place to belong in Drama, just
like them. Also, Katelin never does her job!

Jacklyn Kebi as Aida
Jacklyn is a senior and this is her third year in a Drama Department musical!
Jacklyn is the senior class president and is a part of the Ethics Bowl team.
She is grateful for her time with the Drama Department and all the
irreplaceable memories.

Austin Keller as Guard / Egyptian Man / Minister /
Soldier / Dancer

Austin is a sophomore and is excited to make Aida his third show with
GMHS Drama. Outside of theatre, Austin loves dancing and was delighted
to play roles such as the Nutcracker in the GMHS Dance production of The
Nutcracker. He couldn't be more excited to bring Aida to Garner!

Saul Lainez as Radames
Saul is a junior who has been with the department for 3 years now. He is
also on the Improv Troupe and in Beta Club. He loves music and plays guitar
and sings in his free time. He is so excited for this production and hopes you
enjoy it!

Amirah Muhammad as “Dance of the Robe” / "The Gods Love
Nubia” / “Strongest Suit” Dancer

Amirah is a sophomore and this is her first time in a school play! She loved
working with all of the cast and crew and hopes to perform in future
productions. She is a strong and determined dancer as well as a video editor
outside of school!
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WHO'S WHO

Tristen Nelms as Zoser
Tristen is a senior who loves pennies from 2003, they have the perfect
copper shine, unlike 2004, which is dull in comparison.

Angelica Scott as Egyptian Woman /
Palace Woman

Angelica is a senior who has been with the department for three years as an
actor and one as a member of publicity. She is also a part of the Advanced
Chorus. She is grateful for the opportunities she has received within the Arts
Department and hopes to have a career as a performer. After high school,
she would like to attend college and major in both theatre and social work.
She is a ghost and wants to pass the bio to a perfect person.

Dennisha Smith-Davis as “Dance of the Robe” /
“The Gods Love Nubia” Dancer

Dennisha is a junior and this is the third production that she has participated
in. This is her first time acting in a musical in the GMHS Drama Department.

Benjamin Uwa as Amonasro / Guard / Soldier /
Egyptian Man / Minister / Dancer

Benjamin is a senior at Garner Magnet High School and this is his sixth
production with the Drama Department. He is really excited to help bring the
story of Aida to life! He plans on attending Appalachian State with a major in
Sustainable Development, and hopes to become a musician within his
future!

Lev Wesley as Egyptian Woman /
Palace Woman

Lev is a sophomore who loves to move furniture all around the room without
people knowing. They love the look of confusion on people's faces!

A'Leeyah Williams as Egyptian Woman /
Palace Woman / Dancer

A'Leeyah is a sophomore and this is her fourth production with the Drama
Department. When she’s not acting, she’s playing tennis or volleyball.
A’Leeyah would like to thank her family for supporting her throughout this
journey. She’s thrilled to bring this timeless love story to life and hopes you
enjoy the show!
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WHO'S WHO

CREW

Shawn Addison Light Board Operator / Costume Crew
Shawn is a sophomore on costume crew and is the light board operator. This
is his fourth GMHS production. Shawn is so excited for everyone to see this
musical! He would like to thank his friends, family, and Mrs. Hazelrigg for
encouraging him to explore every area of theatre that interests him.

Katelin Bartasavich Stage Manager
Katelin is a senior and in her third year of stage management. Katelin will be
going to college to pursue a degree in the medical field and become a
physician's assistant. She has had an incredible experience in this
department and is sad it's almost over but will hold the memories and
connections with her as she goes into the future even though Payton never
does her job.

Jana Bradshaw Set Crew / Props Crew
Jana is a senior and has truly cherished her time in the Drama Department.
Moving forward, she will be attending East Carolina University this fall and
pursuing a major in elementary education to fulfill her dream of becoming a
teacher. Despite being a part of the Drama Department for only two years,
Jana extends her gratitude to everyone in this department and all supporters
for their continuous love and encouragement.

Lex Brown Costume Crew
Lex is a sophomore and this is her first year in costumes. She is thankful for
all of the friends she's made in the Drama Department during her first year at
Garner Magnet.

John Clements Sound Tracks Operator
John is a senior and this is his first year officially being on the sound crew.
He had previously been a part of the orchestral pit as an upright bassist but
changed plans to help with the technical side of things. John will be
attending UNC Chapel Hill to pursue a degree in epidemiology, but will
hopefully continue to help with fine arts productions. He hopes you enjoy the
soundtrack and the hard work put into the production.

Mallory Davis Set Crew / Props Crew

Mallory is a sophomore who has a BIG enthusiasm for collecting sawdust.
Any kind from oaks, maples, red woods. They also hope to be a professional
lumberjack in the future! This is their first production.

.
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WHO'S WHO

Charlotte Deaton Costume Crew Chief
Charlotte is a senior who likes capybaras and is so happy to be finishing out
her time in the Drama Department on Aida. She is going to be majoring in
international studies within the UNC school system. She’s so grateful for the
support that she has received through this department, the other clubs she
participates in, and everyone she has met. :)

Meredith Foushee Publicity / Front of House Crew
Meredith is a junior and this is her fourth production with the Drama
Department. She loves her crew and thanks them for being such awesome
people! In her spare time, she enjoys watching movies and drawing. She is
so happy to be a part of this wonderful community! She's a major
procrastinator and wants to pass the bio to a dodo.

Harper Genadio Publicity / Front of House Crew
Harper is a sophomore. If you want to talk to her, she doesn't bite most of
the time, so feel free to ask her anything. She wants you to know that she is
the most perfect person and wants to pass the bio to a toddler.

Morgan Grossheim Assistant Stage Manager
Morgan is a sophomore this year and this is her second time being an
assistant stage manager. Morgan hopes to attend NC State and become a
vet. She is a part of the Beta Club, FFA, and Junior Civitan. She loves all the
friends she’s made and can’t wait for the coming productions.

Adrian Grubbs Costume Crew
Adrian is a senior this year and this is his second time in costumes. Adrian is
hoping to attend NC State after he graduates. He is planning on joining the
Battle of the Books and BSU. He is looking forward to his final year of high
school and in the Drama Department.

Nathan Gutridge Set Crew / Props Crew
Nathan is a freshman this year. This is his first year on a big production.
Nathan has a passion for movies and productions. He also wants to be a
director and make movies when he grows up. Nathan gives a special thanks
to all of the older kids that helped and welcomed him into theatre.

Fallon Hamilton Set Crew
Fallon is a freshman this year and this is their second production with the
Drama Department. They are so grateful for having the Drama Department
to help them in their first year of high school and that they are able to help
out with this production.
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WHO'S WHO

Isabelle LaMore Microphone Operator
Isabelle is a sophomore who has been a member of the Drama Department
since September of 2023. She has been grateful to have been included in
this opportunity and hopes to be a part of many more.

Jo Lindstrom Costume Crew
Jo is a sophomore and this is their first year in costumes!! She is super
happy to be part of the production this year.

Aspen Linnartz Costume Crew
Aspen is a freshman who is on costume crew for the first time. She enjoys
the production because of the way everyone is included. She likes cats and
forms of art like music and drawing.

Avery Morton Assistant Stage Manager
Avery is a senior at Garner High School and he is an O.P.P. (Overly
Protective Pal).

Andre Nugent Set Crew
Andre is a sophomore who loves interacting with his fellow cast and crew
friends. Also cars…cars are cool. P.S. My mom is cool.

Kaylee Putman Publicity / Front of House Crew Chief
Kaylee is a junior and is so excited to be working on her sixth production
with the Drama Department! Kaylee can often be found watching musicals,
crafting candles, or hanging out with her cat. She also enjoys working on
graphic design projects and had a blast working on this production's Playbill.
She's quite bossy and wants to pass the bio to someone who's her protégé.

Steven Salas-Arias Backstage Sound Crew
Steven is a sophomore and this is his first time in technical crew. Steven
also has a passion for aviation!
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WHO'S WHO

Ares Skuce Props Crew
Ares is a sophomore. She loves creating and has loved being a part of such
an amazing cast and crew. She is also totally not a unicorn apothecary
funeral operator.

Luna Vines Costume Crew
Luna is a senior on costume crew. This is her first production at GMHS! In
her free time, Luna enjoys creating costumes and dresses.

Lexi Wilder Stage Manager
Lexi is a senior and this is her fourth production as a Stage Manager. She is
Co-Captain of the Battle of the Books team and president of the Chick-fil-A
Leader Academy and the Chinese Culture Club. Her dream is to become an
Obstetrician and she hopes to attend Duke University in the Fall. She is so
thankful for the memories and relationships the Drama Department has
given her!

Katherine Wilson Publicity / Front of House Crew
Katherine is a senior and this is their fourth production with the Drama
Department. Katherine will be attending NC State University after
graduating, working towards a career in graphic design. They're a toddler
and wants to pass the bio to someone bossy.

Maggie Wilson Publicity / Front of House Crew
Maggie is a freshman and is taking part in her second production in the
Drama Department. She looks forward to being a part of many more to come
throughout high school. She's a publicity protégé and wants to pass the bio
to a procrastinator.

Phoebe Wise Followspot
Phoebe is a junior who has a great enthusiasm for mulch crafts. They love
making little sculptures with mulch, and then decorating them with macaroni.
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WHO'S WHO

PRODUCTION STAFF

Brooke Adkins Vocal Music Director
Ms. Adkins graduated from Ohio University with a degree in Choral Music
Education. After teaching in parts of Florida, Ms. Adkins joined GMHS Fine
Arts in 2023. Ms. Adkins currently teaches three choral ensembles of various
levels and Music Appreciation. She also serves as the Music Director for the
collaborative spring musical. When she's not on campus, Ms. Adkins can be
found singing with the North Carolina Master Chorale.

Amy Comden Choreography Director
Mrs. Amy Comden graduated from East Carolina University in 2008 with a
B.F.A in Dance Education, Magna Cum Laude. In her dancing career, she
has also had the pleasure of working with many wonderful choreographers
such as Marilyn Chappell (Holly Springs School of Dance), Waverly Lucas &
Nena Gilreath (Ballethnic Dance Company), Margaret Severin-Hansen
(Carolina Ballet), and more.

Julie-Kate Hazelrigg Director / Technical Director
Mrs. Julie-Kate Hazelrigg is a Summa Cum Laude graduate of Meredith
College with a B.A. in Theatre and K-12 NC teaching license. In her eleventh
year at Garner, Mrs. Hazelrigg is serving in her ninth year as the Fine Arts
Department Chair and enjoys being an advocate for the Garner High Arts
programs. Mrs. Hazelrigg wishes to thank this dedicated group of artists for
their love of the Drama Department, and Ms. Prince for joining this family
with open arms. She would also like to thank her friends and family for their
support, especially her husband, Joey, and their two precious children.

Anna Prince Costume Supervisor
Ms. Prince is a senior at Meredith College completing her internship at
GMHS. She is a Theatre Education major with a Dance minor and a K-12
License. Ms. Prince has participated in productions at both Meredith College
and Starbright Youth Theatre. She is honored to have been able to work on
this production and she has absolutely loved working with these talented
students. Ms. Prince would like to extend a huge thank you to her friends
and family for supporting her on this journey and an even bigger thank you
to Mrs. Hazelrigg for being the best mentor ever.
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WHO'S WHO

The Following Crew Who's Who Can Be Found In The Cast Who's Who

Anthony Czuczuk Set Crew

Ellie Digesare Props Crew Chief

Jules Duve Props Crew Chief

Payton Glandorf Set Crew Chief / Lighting Designer

Tay Holloway Costume Crew

Lily Kahn Publicity / Front of House Crew

Melody Kamar Props Crew Chief

Austin Keller Costume Crew

Saul Lainez Sound Crew Chief

Angelica Scott Publicity / Front of House Crew
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STUDENT SHOUT-OUTS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

A SPECIAL THANKS GOES TO ...
GMHS Administration and Staff

GMHS Drama Booster Board

Meredith College Theatre Department

Mr. Joey Hazelrigg

Mr. Corey Comden

Mr. Hunter Norman

Parents of Cast & Crew

SAVE THE DATE - UPCOMING EVENTS
Spring Choir Concert
March 15th @ 7:00 PM

Improv Troupe Performance
benefiting Relay for Life

April 16th @ 7:00 PM

Spring Dance Concert
April 25th @ 7:00 PM

Drama Awards Auditions
May 2nd, 2:30 - 4:00 PM

Dance Awards
May 15th, 2:30 - 4:30 PM

Drama Awards Dress Rehearsal
May 21st, 2:30 - 4:30 PM

Choir Pop Concert
May 22nd @7:00 PM

Drama Awards
May 23rd @ 6:00 PM
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